DEDICATION

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH from A Declaration of Faith
We believe Christ gives us and demands of us lives in

pilgrimage toward God's kingdom. Like Christ we may
enjoy on our journey all that sustains life and makes it
pleasant and beautiful. No more than Christ are we
spared the darkness, ambiguity, and threat of life in
the world. We are in the world, but not of the world.
Our confidence and hope for ourselves and other
people do not rest in the powers and achievements of
this world, but in the coming and hidden presence of
God's kingdom. Christ calls each of us to a life
appropriate to that Kingdom: to serve as he has served
us; to take up our cross, risking the consequences of
faithful discipleship; to walk by faith, not by sight, to
hope for what we have not seen.

ANTHEM

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us
our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

*HYMN #467
“How GREAT THOU ART”

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

*CLOSING RESPONSE Hymn #369
“I'M GONNA LIvE So Gop CAN USE ME”
(vs1)
*POSTLUDE

*Please stand if you are able
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FPC Mission Statement
God calls First Presbyterian Church
to reflect Christ as we strive to:
Enrich our personal and congregational spiritual growth,
joyfully embrace visitors and each other in the fellowship
of a spiritual family, increase knowledge about our faith,
reach out to serve and include our diverse community,
and respond to God's call to serve those in need.

January 25, 2026 - February 1, 2026

Sunday Communications Meeting, following service in the
library
Monday Salvation Army Monday Serving Team

Tuesday The Bell Choir Practice, 5:30 PM, Room 214-216

Wednesday [Men's Breakfast, 7:30 AM. America’s Kitchen
Meals on Wheels Drivers
Chancel Choir Rehearsal, 6:30 PM. Choir Room

Thursday Chancel Ensemble Practice, 6:30 PM, Sanctuary
Girls Night Out, 5:30 PM, Hendley Wine Co.

Next 9:00 Ida Austin Class, online
Sunday 9:15 Quest Bible Study, parlor
Communion Sunday

First Presbyterian Church
1903 Church Street Galveston, TX 77550
Phone: 409-762-8638
www.galvpres.net
www.facebook.com/FPCGalveston
beckydowns@galvpres.net
secretary@galvpres.net

Nicodemus Visiting Jesus, by Henry Ossawa Tanner in 1899

First Presbyterian Church

Galveston, Texas

Sunday, January 25, 2026
3rd Sunday after Epiphany

FPC VISION
Connecting to the Community with the Love of Christ




PREPARATION
PRELUDE

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS

PASSING OF THE PEACE Bruce Niebuhr, Liturgist
ADORATION

INTROIT

CALL TO WORSHIP

The God who knit us together calls us now.
We come in wonder at God’s profound words.
Let us hear and wrestle with God’s Word together.
God, teach us your truth in new ways.

*OPENING HYMN #441
“I Love THY KINGDOM, LORD”

CONFESSION
CALL TO CONFESSION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God, we confess that we are an impatient and selfish

people. When you offer us the promise of a new
future, we complain that you don’t get there fast
enough. When you provide for our needs, we
complain that it isn’t enough. And when our bad
attitudes and negative outlooks cause us to stumble,
we blame you.

Holy God, forgive our sinful ways. Teach us to be
patient. Instruct us to be grateful. Guide us to be
responsible and humble. As we turn ourselves around
and look to the cross, let us experience your grace and
your gift of new life. In the name of Christ our Savior,
we pray. Amen.

A MOMENT FOR SILENT CONFESSION

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Friends, believe the good news!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

*GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy
Ghost; As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever
shall be, World without end. Amen, Amen

OFFERINGS

OFFERTORY
You may give to First Presbyterian
online by scanning this QR code. Thank you
for your continued support.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM

*DOXOLOGY
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
Praise Christ, all people here below;
Praise Holy Spirit evermore;
Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen.

*PRAYER OF COMMITMENT

THE WORD
FIRST SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 3:1-10 Pgs. 561

1 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of
the Jews. 2 He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi,
we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for
no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that
person.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one
can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.”
4 Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after
having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the
mother’s womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Very truly,
[ tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without
being born of water and Spirit. ¢ What is born of the flesh is
flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not be
astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’
8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound
of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10 Jesus
answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do
not understand these things?

CHILDREN'’S CHAPEL children ages 6 through 5th grade

*HYMN

“GIVE THANKS”
(words on wall)

SECOND SCRIPTURE LESSON  John 3:11-21
Pg. 967-968

11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our
testimony. 12 If [ have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if [ tell you about
heavenly things? 13 No one has ascended into heaven except
the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. 4 And
just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 1> that whoever believes in
him may have eternal life.

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may
have eternal life.

17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to
condemn the world but in order that the world might be
saved through him. 18 Those who believe in him are not
condemned, but those who do not believe are condemned
already because they have not believed in the name of the
only Son of God. 1° And this is the judgment, that the light
has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather
than light because their deeds were evil. 20 For all who do
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their
deeds may not be exposed. 21 But those who do what is true
come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their
deeds have been done in God.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION

SERMON



