Ideas to make participation in worship more meaningful for you and the child with whom you worship….

Pick up a children’s bulletin (preschool & elementary editions are available) at the sanctuary doors. Extra activity pages – and chenille stems – are also available.
Ask your child to choose the pew you will occupy (it’s easier to see up front.)

Have the child fill out the attendance register.

Make bookmarks to put in the hymnbook (example: red for first hymn, blue for second, yellow for third.)

During the hymn, let the child hold the hymnbook.  Move your finger or an index card along under the printed word as you sing.

Give your child bookmarks to mark the day’s scripture passages in the Bible, and the Doxology and the Gloria Patri in the hymnbook.

Follow the order of worship in the bulletin.  Check off items as they occur.

Discuss the child’s offering before worship.  Let your child pass the offering plate (instead of passing it over her head.)

If you child will be in worship service for communion, discuss together what it means to you and to them.  “Baptized children who are being nurtured and instructed in the significance of the invitation to the Table and the meaning of their response are invited to receive the Lord’s Supper, recognizing that their understanding of participation will vary according to their maturity.” (Book of Order, W-2.4011b)

If there is a baptism in the service, and your child has been baptized, tell him about that special day in his life.

Pray the Lord’s Prayer and other prayers at home;  talk about the Lord’s Prayer.  Use the Gloria Patri or Doxology occasionally as mealtime blessings.

Decide on persons you want to pray for as a family; encourage your child to pray silently any time during the service.

Look up the day’s scripture references in a pew Bible and follow along when they are read aloud.

Encourage the child to bring her own Bible with him to church.

Point out items in the church calendar that you’ll be doing during the week.

Suggest your child draw pictures of something they’d like to talk about after the service.

Talk about the worship leaders with your child; introduce your child to ushers, choir members, Music Director, elders, and the ministers

Visit the sanctuary when it is empty; talk about what happens during the service.  Look at the items in the pew rack & explain them to your child (including the communion cup holders.)

Talk about the Bible stories that lie behind the stained glass windows (hint: Luke 10:38-42, John 10:11-16, Revelation 3:20).

Get a good night’s sleep on Saturday night.  Eat a good breakfast.  Visit the restroom and get a drink of water before the service.

Bring your child to Sunday School – worship and the sacraments are a part of the children’s curriculum studies.
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