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HONORING DR. LARRY PATTON 

ON HIS RETIREMENT AFTER  

32+ YEARS OF SERVICE AS  

DIRECTOR OF MUSIC AT THE  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

OF GALVESTON, TEXAS  

 
You are cordially invited to a  

 
Reception Honoring  

 

Dr. Larry Patton  
 

on the occasion of his retirement as  
 

Director of Music  
 

Sunday, March 27, 2011  
 

Immediately following Sunday worship  
 

In the Parlour  
 

First Presbyterian Church  
 

Galveston, Texas  



     After so many years of faithful service with a smile and a song,  I asked Larry what some of his 
favorite memories were. What follows here are things that he shared in his own words. Enjoy the trip 

down memory lane with our beloved choir director. 
 
 
 

  

       Maureen and I moved to Galveston in the sum-
mer of 1971. We joined the First Presbyterian Church and 
also joined the choir. Paul Peck, of Galveston College, 
was the director. The choir was located in a loft on the 
front of the church across the pulpit from the organ pipes. 
 On Sept. 3, 1978, I accepted an invitation from 
then pastor Jack Bennett to become the director of the 
Chancel Choir. At the time I was directing two choirs at 
Galveston college and one at American National Insur-
ance company (part-time). Maureen was the ANICO ac-
companist. (We began there at ANICO in spring, 1972 and  
did more than 350 concerts between 1972 and 1980.) 
 Soon after I started at First Presbyterian, we were 
in the process of remodeling the organ and moving the 
choir loft and organ console to the side where it is pres-
ently located. We had a pianist named Tim Wallace who 
played piano for us about a year. Even so we did a very 
nice production of the one-act opera, Amahl and the Night 
Visitors by Menotti in our sanctuary at Christmas with the 
majority of the singers from our choir. Maureen sang the 
difficult part of the mother and Larry and Mike Cowan 
were 2 of the 3 kings. 
 The organ installation was complete and March 
4, 1979 was the first Sunday service. Camille King, long-
time member and organist, Marjorie Rasche, who was 
playing at Moody 1st United Methodist Church (and had 
once played organ for First Presbyterian for about a year) 
and Mr. Wallace played the organ for the rededication 
services. At Easter, 1979, the Austin College Brass ac-
companied our choir on Jane Marshallôs Fanfare for 
Easter. 
 In March, 1980, our choir did our first presenta-
tion of Alleluia by Gaither. High school choirs from San 
Marcos sang for our service on May 3, 1980. The choir 
presented the Christmas portion of Handelôs Messiah in 
December, 1980.  
 I donôt have the exact dates, but Theresa Ford 
played the organ for us about one year somewhere in this 
era and we had numerous substitute organists before Dr. 
Neta Wylie played about 10 years. Then there were many 
substitutes until Bonnye Karger began full-time from Octo-
ber 13, 1991 until June 13, 2010. 
 The choir sang Faureôs Requiem in March, 1983. 
In December, 1983, the choir sang Butlerôs cantata,  
Emmanuel. On Palm Sunday, 1984, they sang the Easter 
portion of Handelôs Messiah and Dec. 9 was a perform-
ance of the cantata, Born a King by Peterson (first per-
formed years earlier directed by Mary Mezzino.) 
 On April 4, 1985, the choir presented The Cruci-
fixion by Stasner and on December 15, 1985, the cantata, 
The Christmas Story by Banks. 
     The Austin College Choir sang for us on March 9, 
1986 and the Harvard Glee Club was with us on March 
30, 1986. Tonya Harris, Anna Ruth Benson and Steve 
Benson substituted for us as organists in the summer of 
1986. On December 21, 1986, the choir sang the Christ-
mas portion of Handelôs Messiah (with string quartet). 
 On April 12, 1987 the choir presented A Service 
of Darkness, a cantata by Eugene Butler. The Moody 
House Jubilee singers performed for us on November 29, 
1987. We sang the cantata, Love Came Down by Peter-
son on December 13, 1987. 
 

 
  
 

  On April 3, 1988, we again sang a portion of the Easter Messiah by Handel, and on December 18, 1988, we sang the can-
tata Let All Together Praise our Lord by D. Williams. 
 On April 12 and 13, 1990, the FPC Choir combined with the Dickinson FPC Choir to present the Duboisô cantata, The 
Seven Last Words of Christ. One performance was in Dickinson and one was in Galveston. 
 On December 16, 1990, we sang the cantata, This Day of Celebration. On March 28, 1991, we performed the cantata A 
Service of Darkness by Wood. On December 15, 1991, we sang the cantata, Wondrous Night by Butler. On December 13, 1992, we 
did the cantata, Carol Service with Nine Lessons by Theron Kirkðwhich several years later we joined with the Grace Episcopal 
Church Choir at their Lessons & Carols Service (singing the same cantata).  
 On March 28, 1993 we had the Wesley Ringers from Houstonôs Trinity United Methodist Church with us. 
 We sang Vivaldiôs Gloria in a combined performance with the First Christian Church Choir, Galveston and did a perform-
ance in each church. 
 On May 1, 1974 we had a youth choir from the Houston First Presbyterian Church with us. 
 On April 9, 1975 we sang the cantata, From Olivet to Calvary by Maunder. On December 10, we did the cantata, A Star to 
Follow by Wagner. 
 The Stillman College choir was with us on Palm Sunday, March 31, 1996. Also the Texas A&M Womenôs Chorus sang for 
us and we did the cantata, A Service of Shadows by L. Smith on April 4, 1996. 
 The Houston Childrenôs Chorus Apprentice Group sang for us on June 23, 1996. On December 14, our choir sang the can-
tata, Emmanuel by Butler. 
 On March 29, 1998, the Stillman College Choir sang for us again. 
 On May 16, 1999, we sang a performance of Gaitherôs Alleluia. 
 The first ñHallelujah Chorusò Benediction closed the service on December 16, 1999. We did it again for Kathryn Edwardsô 
wedding on April 7, 2000. 
 In 2001, 2002, 2003 and 2004 we combined with Galvestonôs Westminster Presbyterian Choir on Maundy Thursday and 
Good Friday services. 
 I directed a childrenôs choir and led the music for Vacation Bible School for many years. 
 Through the years we have had many soloists in our choir, vocal soloists from outside our church, instrumentalists and or-
ganists and pianists who were a pleasure to work with.  
 Somewhere along the years a concert was presented in our church by the East Texas State University Choir. 
 A performance was also held in our sanctuary by the combined forces of the Galveston Symphony, the Galveston College 
Chorale (a community chorus) and the College of the Mainland Chorale (sponsored by the College of the Mainland) of Haydnôs 
Creation. 

 
 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Larry & Maureen Patton in Amahl 
and the Night Visitors. Photo from 

Living Stones. 

This photo is dated Feb. 1977. 
This and several on the page 
are courtesy of Ruben Infante. 

Easter Sunday 2004 

Directing choir rehearsal in recent 
years. 

Leading the choir at Christmas.  
Year unknown. 

Retirement from Galveston College 
from ñThe Galveston Daily Newsò 

May, 1998. 

ñCowboy Larryò directs VBS music 
alongside an admirer. 

Hard at work leading Christ-
mas Eve music in the Chapel 
Garden post-Ike, Dec. 2008. 

THANKS FOR THE MEMORIES!  

Tributes:  
 

     Larry allowed me to ñsingò in the 
FPC choir; as long as I stood up and 
sat down when I was supposed to and 
turned the pages at the right time, he 
let me be a member of the choir. An-
gela Shepherd and I used to say it took 
both of us to make one Alto. Once I 
was the only Alto who showed up that 
Sunday, so I sat next to Maureen in 
the Soprano section. When she took a 
breath, she sucked me in with her air. I 
was a Soprano that day...never hit a 
high C before that day and have not 
since. 
     Larry was incredibly patient with 
someone who could not carry a tune 
by herself. 
     Please give him my very best 
wishes on his next adventure! 
 
 Kimberly Ashley 
 Former FPC Choir Member 

And more Tributes:  
 

     Thanks for so many fond memories 
of wonderful sacred music through the 
years. Larry, you have helped us ap-
preciate and understand the impor-
tance of worshipping God through 
hymns and religious music. So often 
that is the only way we can find the 
right words of comfort and praise to 
express our gratitude to God for the 
many blessings he has bestowed on 
us. 
     John enjoyed singing in the various 
choirs under your direction and is sorry 
that his voice gave out before your 
retirement. Good luck in your retire-
mentðwe will miss you at the helm. 
Thanks again. 
               John and Joan Hyatt 

�$�Q�G���H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H�« 
     Iôve known Larry so long, I hardly know what to say! An early memory is of Larry being a perfect embodiment of the stalwart 
ñCaptain Warringtonò of the Forest Rangers in a Galveston College Community Theatre production of Little Mary Sunshine. ( I 
was running props, trying desperately to make a dead bird fly!) 
     My favorite memories of Larry as Music Director include the times the Chancel Choir & a few of us Readers presented an 
Easter cantata written by the Gaithers, and the years when Larry so enthusiastically has led the childrenôs singing for Vacation 
Bible School. Leaning down to look the children in the eye, Larryôs face lit-up, is a mental picture I happily carry. 
     Bless you, Larry! You have always been a fun, talented person to be around. I will miss seeing your smile on Sunday morn-
ings. Have a wonderful, well-earned retirement, but I know you will keep on singing!                               Elizabeth Godbehere 


